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The trials and Covid-19 related tribulations of the last few months have presented 

unique problems for all businesses, but for specialist aviation services provider RVL 

Group the challenges have been particularly testing – not least because its many 

customers were depending on RVL’s ability to keep everything moving to time.

Now that cautious first steps are being taken on the path to business normality, East 
Midlands Airport-based RVL has taken pause to reflect on a job well done and the positive 
lessons learned during the crisis.

RVL’s engineering department, headed by Dean Simpkins, was at the forefront of maintaining 
operational normality during the darker days of the pandemic. “Unlike some airlines, RVL 
was never going to close down,” he said. “We had customers relying on us to provide them 
with a service, and it was our job in Engineering to ensure that aircraft would be available for 
scheduled activity.

“The first thing that we had to organise was a shift pattern which could maintain the required 
level of service, so we split our 12 aircraft engineers into three individual teams each working 
four days on and eight days off. This 12-day rotating shift pattern gave us the flexibility we 
needed so that, should a team member fall ill, then we had two further teams which could 
step in if needed while their colleagues were isolating.”

Thankfully there were no problems involving Covid-19 for any of the engineering staff, and 
the department was able not only to meet its regular targets but also to take on further 
work which previously had been contracted out to other companies. “That helped us meet 
operational requirements as well as providing benefits for us financially,” adds Simpkins.

“Though the health of our staff members was fortunately never an issue, there were of course 
challenges to be worked through. Lead times on aircraft parts from the USA were extended 
sometimes, and of course the staff of many of our suppliers were, like us, working from home 
on occasion, which could give rise to difficulties.

“However there was never a moment when I felt RVL’s service delivery dropped as a result 
of the pandemic, which is a credit to everyone on the staff, and we have even seen some 
positives from the upheaval – for example, many of the engineering staff have developed their 
abilities and confidence and feel more empowered in their roles.

“Now that we are moving towards a level of normality again we are taking things cautiously, 
recognising the risks and adapting accordingly in order that RVL Group remains on  
a secure footing, ready to react, continuing to be resilient and to maintain our  
constructive outlook.”
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The Air Charter Association 

(ACA) and Business Air News 

have postponed the annual Air 

Charter Expo, scheduled for 

September 2020. 

The organisers promise a 
momentous event when ACE 
returns to London Biggin Hill 
Airport on 14 September 2021. 
Held in partnership with the 
airport and Business Air News 
magazine, ACE has been popular 
with air charter professionals and 
last year 1,100 brokers, operators 
and aviation professionals joined 
70 exhibitors at the Expo. There 
were over 20 aircraft on display 
from Gulfstream, Textron Aviation, 
Bombardier and Dassault. 
Business Air News publisher and 
editor David Wright says: “Our 
team is already working with 
exhibitors and sponsors to put 
together an expanded show next 
year, and we are looking  
forward to a landmark  
event in 2021.”

Right now, RVL is live, active 

and on standby on both Avinode 

and Charter Sync platforms for 

Charter and Air Cargo operations.

Just before this Sector Update was 
published, we had a fantastic and 
busy week, and our charter activity 
continues to rise consistently. To us 
this shows positive signs that the 
general economic shift is moving 
in the right direction. In this busy 
period we have carried people for 
leisure, health and business, and 
moved freight for manufacturing 
and medical. Plus, we have been 
carrying out third party training on 
behalf of another client.

We really do believe that the RVL 
service offers outstanding customer 
service, and our people always 
aim to deliver the best possible 
capability we can.

WE'RE HERE,  
ON THE PLATFORM

SHOWTIME; THOUGH 
NOT QUITE YET
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Airbus sees hydrogen as the pathway 

toward its goal of bringing a zero-
emissions commercial airliner to 

market in the next decade, says Glenn 

Llewellyn, v-p of zero-emissions 

technology for Airbus.

Llewellyn agreed with other panellists 
during an FIA Connect 2020 webinar titled 
“Clean Flight – Path to Zero Emissions 
Aircraft” that hydrogen ranks among 
multiple approaches that will be necessary 
to reach their ultimate sustainability goals.

“We’ve been very clear recently that we 
have the ambition to bring a zero-emissions 
commercial airliner to market in the early 
2030s, and one of the most promising 

technologies to allow us to do that is 
hydrogen,” Llewellyn said. “We believe 
we need to position the aviation industry 
to be powered by renewable energy, and 
hydrogen is a very good surrogate for 
allowing us to do that.” (Link: AIN Online)

The severe decline in the number of airline passengers is creating a boom in 

demand for air cargo capacity, says Embraer. Fallout from the global pandemic 

is stressing supply chains and the transport of essential goods, and with fewer 

commercial flights carrying both passengers and freight, there’s a critical need for 

more cargo space.

Embraer customers can now choose from a portfolio of solutions to carry cargo in the 
cabins of their EMB120s, ERJ145s, and E-Jets.

ANAC, Brazil’s civil aviation regulatory authority, granted exemption for the carriage of 
additional freight on Embraer passenger aircraft. The payload capability is significant: a 
fully loaded 96-seat E190 can carry 6720lb (3 metric tonnes) of cabin freight in addition to 
underfloor cargo. A 118-seat E195 can carry 8260lb (3.75 metric tonnes). (Link: Aviation Week)

EMBRAER HELPS MEET  
CARGO DEMAND INCREASE 

AIRBUS EYES HYDROGEN POWER  
FOR AIRLINER IN NEXT DECADE 

Gatwick Airport expects post-
Covid-19 passenger numbers 

will return to recent levels  

within 36 to 48 months.

This statement comes from the 
airline’s published financial 
results for the nine-month period 
ending 31 December 2019, which 
shows that passenger numbers 
and revenue were up at Gatwick 
Airport for this period, compared 
to the same period last year.

Just under 37 million passengers 
passed through the airport in the 
nine-month period, an increase  
of 0.3 per cent.  
(Link: Aviation Business News)

The High Court has ruled in 

favour of the Performing Right 

Society in a question over 

whether a landmark copyright 

infringement case against Qatar 

Airways should be heard by the 

English courts.

The Performing Right Society 
is seeking damages from Qatar 
Airways for using its members’ 
repertoire without a music licence 
in place. The airline, which operates 
over 200,000 flights per year, and 
offers music as an integral part 
of its in-flight service with up to 
4000 entertainment options, has 
never remunerated PRS members, 
songwriters, composers, and music  
publishers, for the use of their 
intellectual property.  
(Link: BlueSky)

GATWICK LOOKING AT 
UP TO FOUR YEARS FOR 
PASSENGER NUMBERS 
RECOVERY 

LANDMARK MUSIC 
COPYRIGHT CASE TO 
BE HEARD IN ENGLISH 
COURTS 

https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/air-transport/2020-07-21/airbus-eyes-hydrogen-power-airliner-next-decade
https://aviationweek.com/ad-week/portfolio-cargo-solutions-helps-maintain-critical-supply-lines?elq2=0320b768da6a48b8ac8f0e61d20dd6e0
https://www.aviationbusinessnews.com/industry-news/gatwick-airport-expects-passenger-numbers-to-return-within-36-to-48-months/
https://www.blueskynews.aero/issue-567/Landmark-music-copyright-infringement-case-against-Qatar-Airways.html
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While SAF becomes more common at 

some US airports, the UK consumes little 

sustainable fuel and produces none.

Despite the UK's status as a major air 
transport gateway and a leading proponent 
of carbon reduction, the country produces 
no sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) and 
has seen very limited consumption of the 
product. To address the shortcoming, 
especially in light of the UK's declared 
goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 
2050, PA Consulting in partnership with 
aerospace industry association ADS is 
preparing to publish a white paper to 
resolve what the country can do to boost 
adoption of SAF.

Kim McCann, PA’s aviation sustainability 
expert, said that the UK possesses the 
full supply chain required to foster an 

SAF industry but that several key factors 
block development and investment, 
the most important being the price 
differential between conventional Jet A and 
sustainable fuel, which currently stands at 
three and a half times more per gallon. 
(Link: AIN Online)

Airfreight rates from China and Hong Kong are set to rise again over the coming 

months as new product launches and a lack of capacity put load factors under 

pressure, according to freight forwarder Flexport.

Recently rates out of Asia have appeared to stabilise — and even crept up a little on 
some routes — after declining from a mid-May peak. But in its latest market update, 
Flexport warned that prices could be set to rise again over the coming months. 
“Airfreight rates are rising again from Asia to the US and Europe. The catalyst is 
relatively stable commercial demand coupled with reduced capacity driven by freighter 
maintenance cycles and higher fuel costs that are reducing the number of flights by 
passenger freighters.

“Expect rates to continue to increase slowly over the July/August period and then 
accelerate higher in September as several major project launches consume a vast 
amount of capacity.” (Link: Air Cargo News)

AIRFREIGHT RATES PREDICTED  
TO RISE OVER THE COMING MONTHS  
AS CAPACITY TIGHTENS

REPORT EXAMINES SAF VIABILITY  
IN THE UK 

The International Air Transport 

Association (IATA) has 

emphasized the aviation 

industry’s commitment to its 

emissions reduction goals and 

called for the International 

Energy Agency (IEA) to prioritize 

investment in sustainable 

aviation fuel (SAF) to help power 

aviation’s contribution to the 

post-Covid-19 recovery.

IATA’s says the world must “build 
back better” from the Covid-19 
crisis with attention focused on 
investment in carbon reduction 
technologies and in SAF, which will 
create jobs at this critical time and 
boost aviation’s progress towards 
its goal to cut aviation emissions to 
half 2005 levels by 2050.

“The enormous amounts of 
money that governments are 
investing in the economic recovery 
are an opportunity to create a 
legacy of energy transition for 
the aviation industry. To achieve 
this, governments, the finance 
community and the fuel producers 
– both large and small – must work 
together with the goal of rapidly 
increasing production of affordable 
sustainable aviation fuel,” said 
Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s 
Director General and CEO.

IATA estimates that current SAF 
production is 50 million litres 
annually. To reach a tipping point 
where the scale of production  
will see SAF costs drop to  
levels competitive with jet fuel, 
production needs to reach  
7 billion litres or 2% of 2019 
consumption.  
(Link: IATA)

POST-COVID-19 GREEN 
RECOVERY MUST 
EMBRACE SUSTAINABLE 
AVIATION FUELS

https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/air-transport/2020-07-21/report-examines-saf-viability-uk
https://www.aircargonews.net/data/airfreight-rates-predicted-to-rise-over-the-coming-months-as-capacity-tightens/
https://www.iata.org/en/pressroom/pr/2020-07-09-01/
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London Biggin Hill has published 

information to business aviation users 

about how best to stay safe and reduce 

viral risk when flying by private or 

business charter.

The guide highlights how business aviation 
supports contactless travel experience at 
London Biggin Hill, with all potential touch 
points sanitised and personal interactions 
kept to a minimum. It also explains what 
charter operators and brokers are, and 
what happens when you fly via a private 
airport terminal. Head of marketing Andy 
Patsalides says: “Coronavirus has changed 
the way many people feel about travelling. 
For some, being close to other passengers 
will no longer be an option, and they will be 
looking for alternative ways of getting around 
and reducing risk. Flying privately has many 

benefits, but the greatest is minimal contact 
with other people. For those who haven't 
flown privately before, business aviation and 
business airports may seem complicated or 
out of reach. We've created this guide to give 
new and returning business aviation users 
enough information to make a considered 
choice when they make plans to travel." 
Airports such as Biggin and all FBOs used 
by business aviation – RVL expends a great 
deal of time, effort and resources on this 
–  have stringent hygiene measures in place 
and all aircraft and facilities are cleaned  
and sanitised between flights. In common 
with East Midlands Airport, Biggin  
airport has remained operational and 
remains part of the national transport 
infrastructure, supporting medical, cargo 
and repatriation flights.

An emergency 12-month Air Passenger Duty (APD) waiver would save 45% of the air 

routes out of the UK that would otherwise be lost due to the impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic, a new report has found. In addition, the support could potentially save 8000 

jobs and contribute an additional £7 billion in GVA.

The study carried out by York Aviation and commissioned by Airlines UK, the industry 
association for UK-registered airlines, shows that without intervention from the Government 
UK airports will lose around 600 routes initially, with the situation improving as the market 
recovers to being about 130 routes down by July 2021. In 12 months, around 80% of the lost 
routes will be in the UK regions.

With an emergency 12-month Air Passenger Duty waiver in place, the situation improves with 
the number of routes that would immediately return at around 35. This grows steadily as the 
market recovers, with an APD waiver supporting an additional 56 routes by July next year.

Tim Alderslade, CEO of Airlines UK, said: “UK airports are in danger of losing many valuable 
routes over the coming months unless the Government steps in with a support package for 
our sector – starting with an emergency APD waiver to get us through the winter  
and into the recovery.” (Link: Airlines UK)

EMERGENCY AIR PASSENGER DUTY 
WAIVER WOULD SAVE 45% OF LOST AIR 
ROUTES, SAYS STUDY

SAFER BIZ TRAVEL GUIDE

In the race for recovery, the stats 

for business aviation around F1 

and the resumption of racing in 

Austria, provide some indication 

of the pace and direction our 

sector is heading.

According to WINGX`s weekly 
Global Market Tracker, as reported 
in Blue Sky Aviation News, business 
aviation activity around the four 
closest airports to the Austrian 
circuit was 76 flights during the 
race days, compared to 178 last 
year, and the second event had a 
further 84 movements. Both events, 
combined, were 15% down on last 
year. There were fewer flights this 
year from within Austria, also less 
interest from the UK, but about the 
same number from France, and 
slightly more from Germany. The 
signs are that recovery in global 
business aviation continues, though 
comparison with 2019 shows that 
there is some way to go. Still, good 
to see the numbers are rising and 
that business aviation will be  
a key driver to recovery  
in the global  
economy. 

Bombardier has delivered its first 

long-range Global 5500 business 

jet. The Global 5500 aircraft has 

a range of 5900 nautical miles, 

700 nautical miles more than the 

nearest competitor at the same 

speed, according to Bombardier.

“This spacious and efficient aircraft 
is the ultimate business tool, with 
the range and access to safely take 
our customers where they need to 
be,” said David Coleal, president of 
Bombardier Aviation.  
(Link: Business Airport International)

FIRST BOMBARDIER 
GLOBAL 5500 ENTERS 
INTO SERVICE 

LEADING INTO THE 
FIRST CORNER

https://airlinesuk.org/emergency-air-passenger-duty-waiver-would-save-45-of-lost-air-routes-and-save-8000-jobs-study-concludes/
https://www.businessairportinternational.com/news/aircraft/first-bombardier-global-5500-enters-into-service.html
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The commercial aviation industry’s rebound from Covid-19 is underway, with the 

number of airline flights starting to gradually increase, but widespread recovery 

could take several years.

This is the consensus from a major industry poll conducted as part of FlightPlan: 
Charting a Course into the Future, an online broadcast by Inmarsat and the Airline 
Passenger Experience Association (APEX). Despite bracing for a slow recovery, the poll 
reveals a sense of optimism for the industry’s future, with digitisation expected to drive 
the return to profitable growth.

The poll – completed by more than 500 professionals from across the global aviation 
industry between April and June – shows that more than half of respondents (60%) 
expect a recovery period between 18 months to three years.

Domestic travel is expected to bounce back quickest from the current crisis, with  
almost nine in 10 (85%) predicting it will recover quicker than international travel,  
which is still impacted by factors such as border restrictions and quarantines. 
(Link: BlueSky)

AVIATION REBOUND FROM COVID-19  
IS UNDERWAY BUT FULL RECOVERY  
MAY TAKE THREE YEARS 

QANTAS FLIES B747 
JUMBO JET ONE LAST 
TIME OVER SYDNEY 

Qantas has marked the end of a 

50-year era with the departure of 

the Australian national carrier’s 

last Boeing 747 jumbo jet.

The airline brought forward the 
scheduled retirement of its B747 
fleet by six months after the 
Covid-19 pandemic decimated the 
demand for international air travel 
globally.

The final 747-400 in the fleet, 
which was delivered in 2003, 
departed Sydney as flight  
number QF7474, with a planned 
flyby of Sydney Harbour and 
beaches as well as a low-level 
overfly of HARS Museum at 
Albion Park, home to Qantas’  
first 747-400, VH-OJA.

The “Queen of The Skies” aircraft 
was then due to be flown to Los 
Angeles with a full cargo hold of 
freight before its final sector to 
the Mojave Desert.  
(Link: Business Traveller)

https://www.blueskynews.aero/issue-566/Aviation-rebound-from-COVID-19-is-underway-but-full-recovery-may-take-three-years.html
https://www.businesstraveller.com/business-travel/2020/07/22/qantas-flies-b747-jumbo-jet-one-last-time-over-sydney/

