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RVL Group is gearing up for new commercial opportunities with the appointment  

of seasoned aviation specialist David Lacy as its new Head of Business Development. 

Lacy joined the airline in late May, and is tasked to bring a fresh focus to generate 

new business for the company’s core capabilities – its flexible cargo operation, 

passenger charter, aerial survey, aircraft management and maintenance,  

and specialist operations.

“I want to see how RVL can expand its client relationships – discover what opportunities 
there are to be of greater assistance to our customers – and I am also going out to find 
contracts with new clients and to develop those relationships,” said David.

“RVL’s key strength is its versatility. It is a flexible business with an adaptable fleet, and it has 
a very professional and impressive platform: its own hangar facilities and own maintenance 
operation; RVL can turn its hand to anything. That versatility will help us expand our 
customer base and in turn that will lead to an increase in the size of the fleet.” 

Lacy’s 30-year career in aviation started in airline operations including Heavylift Cargo 
Airlines and Air 2000. He tackled tour company charter manager roles with Crystal Ski and 
TUI before a seven-year stint with Satellite Travel which saw him rise to Managing Director. 
After five years as Commercial Director for Charter Flight Centre and then Cello Aviation he 
became a freelance consultant to Sunvil Holidays Group.

“I have been an aviation enthusiast all my life and I am delighted to join RVL, a company 
whose progress I have followed for well over a year. I have worked for tour operators, 
airlines, air charter brokers, and have a good overview of the entire industry, from passenger 
to freight. This new role offers me the opportunity to bring my skills from those areas to RVL, 
as well as the opportunity to learn about aspects of the business which are new to me, like 
aerial surveying.”

RVL Group Managing Director Dave Connor said: “We have been in talks with David for  
a long time and are delighted to be able to welcome him on board at what is an exciting  
time for the airline. His vision is going to be invaluable to the company and will, I am sure, 
lead to some great opportunities for us.” 
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The air cargo market showed 

some signs of improvement in 

May although a full rebound is 

not expected soon, according 

to analyst WorldACD. The 

analyst said that worldwide, 

chargeable weight carried 

by air, decreased by 29% 

compared with May 2019, an 

improvement on the 34% drop 

registered in April.

“Although this small recovery 
does not promise a full rebound 
any time soon, in a number 
of markets some guarded 
optimism may be justified,” 
WorldACD said.

The improvement was also 
visible month-over-month, as 
May showed an increase over 
April of 11%. Meanwhile, rates 
continued to increase during 
the month with yields improving 
by 5% compared with the April 
level, which was in turn 63% up 
on March.

David Lacy, RVL's Head 
of Business Development 
commented: "Since the end  
of May RVL has noted an 
increase in charter requests for 
urgent freight of up to the 1.5 
ton capacity as Europe's supply 
chain slowly returns to work."  
(Link: Air Cargo News)

AIR CARGO VOLUMES 
UP IN MAY

https://www.aircargonews.net/business/airfreight-rates/guarded-optimism-as-air-cargo-volumes-improve-in-may/
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The British International Freight Association has reiterated its hopes that a trade deal 

between the UK and the EU can be achieved before the end of the transition period.

Following the news that the European Union will impose full customs controls and checks 
on goods from the UK from 2021, Robert Keen, Director General of BIFA, says that even if 
a trade deal is agreed BIFA members will have to manage a huge increase in paperwork 
and administration, leading to potential for disruption and delays at the border.

“In the event of no trade deal; and no reciprocal grace period being offered by the EU for 
goods moving from the UK into mainland Europe, there is a high likelihood of significant 
frontier delays, something BIFA has warned about and is working with government to 
avoid wherever possible. We continue to question whether there is enough time for 
the companies that manage cross-border trade between the UK and EU to make the 
necessary preparations to facilitate the revised arrangements.”
(Link: British International Freight Association)

RVL Group has increased its freight and 

passenger-carrying capacity with the 

addition of a further Beechcraft King Air 

B200 aircraft to its fleet.

It brings to four the number of King Air 
aircraft in operation with RVL, and adds 
significant versatility to the company’s 
roster thanks to its eight-seat ‘commuter’ 
configuration. It is the only eight-seater  
King Air B200 available for charter in the 
UK – most have a maximum capacity  
of seven – and is expected to prove  
ideal for corporate travel, medical  
teams, engineering crews and other 
personnel movements.

The B200 can be speedily reconfigured 
to move loose-load freight, boosting the 
flexibility of RVL’s already impressive  
time-critical freight capability.

All the required technical and regulatory 
groundwork has been completed, with the new 
aircraft added to RVL’s Air Operator Certificate 
and transferred to the UK aircraft register.

“The additional aircraft is now fully operational 
and available immediately for commercial 
transport flights,” said RVL Head of Flight 
Operations Richard Baker. “It comes to 
RVL following a major avionics upgrade 
and refurbishment and will offer a major 
enhancement to the services we are able to 
provide to existing and prospective clients.

“The rare eight-seat configuration gives it 
adaptability and makes it a cost-effective 
option for companies seeking to move  
larger crews. We can operate it on a single 
or multi-crew basis to meet client needs,  
with a maximum flight range of 1580  
nautical miles.”

NEW AIRCRAFT ADDS CAPACITY  
AND FLEXIBILITY FOR RVL GROUP

FREIGHT ASSOCIATION WARNS  
OF ‘NO DEAL’ FRONTIER DELAYS

The European Business Aviation 

Association (EBAA) is expanding 

its partnership with Osprey 

Flight Solutions to provide EBAA 

operator members access to live 

alerts on emerging incidents, 

events and situations that 

have an impact on the aviation 

security environment.

The extended partnership allows 
EBAA operator members to gain 
access to Osprey’s premium 
standard and critical alerts, at  
no cost.

EBAA Chief Operating Officer 
Robert Baltus said: “EBAA 
is always working to provide 
members with best practices  
and guidance – safety is top 
priority in aviation. These 
alerts offer our members’ flight 
departments an additional source 
of last–minute safety and security 
info to boost their operational  
risk management.”

Earlier this year, EBAA 
announced its initial partnership 
with Osprey in support of their 
risk management platform, 
Osprey:Open, providing live 
updates on Covid-19, as well  
as comprehensive data on 
incidents and environments 
that have a daily impact on 
operations. In addition to  
Osprey Alerts, EBAA members 
are able to register for access  
to the platform free of charge.  
(Link: European Business  

Aviation Association)

LIVE ALERTS FOR 
EBAA MEMBERS

https://www.bifa.org/news/articles/2020/jun/trade-deal-more-important-than-ever-in-light-of-eu-not-offering-a-reciprocal-six-month-phased-transition-says-freight-association?l=y
https://www.ebaa.org/news/press-release-ebaa-expands-partnership-with-osprey-to-provide-operator-members-with-live-aviation-security-alerts/
https://www.ebaa.org/news/press-release-ebaa-expands-partnership-with-osprey-to-provide-operator-members-with-live-aviation-security-alerts/
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Airlines UK, the industry 

association representing 

UK-registered carriers, has 

welcomed the creation of Jet 

Zero Council to achieve net zero 

aviation by 2050.

Responding to the announcement 
by the Transport Secretary of 
the creation of the council, Tim 
Alderslade, CEO of Airlines UK, 
said: “It’s an excellent initiative and 
the Transport Secretary should 
be applauded for demonstrating 
such a willingness to work with 
the aviation industry to achieve 
our commitment to net zero 
emissions by 2050. There are huge 
opportunities for the UK to be a 
world leader in sustainable aviation 
fuels production and electric 
aviation, creating thousands of 
high-skilled jobs and major export 
opportunities in the process.”
(Link: Airlines UK)

TRADE BODY 
WELCOMES ZERO 
EMISSIONS MOVE

DHL Express has launched the only 

direct air cargo route between Asia 

and East Midlands Airport. The weekly 

B747-8 Hong Kong service, with a cargo 

capacity of 100 tonnes, is being launched 

in response to increasing demand from 

businesses in Asia, says the company.

Exports will include medical supplies, 
time- and temperature-sensitive products, 
industrial and consumer goods, along with 
e-commerce shipments.

Ian Wilson, chief executive of DHL Express 
UK and Ireland, said: “As lockdowns in 
many countries around the world begin 
to ease, we’re seeing a sustained growth 
in demand for goods from Asia, covering 
all of the usual high value or time-critical 
products like technology, medical and 
industrial goods.

“We have introduced this new direct route 
operating into EMA as a direct response to 
this and as part of our ongoing adaptations 
to the network to enable us to best serve 
our customers.”

While airports in the UK have seen air traffic 
movements decline by more than 90 per 
cent, East Midlands has continued operating 
around 60 per cent of all scheduled flights 
elevating it to one of Europe’s top 10  
busiest airports. (Link: Air Cargo Eye)

HONG KONG DHL LINK  
FOR EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT

https://airlinesuk.org/airlines-welcome-creation-of-jet-zero-council-to-achieve-net-zero-aviation-by-2050/
https://aircargoeye.com/dhl-express-freighter-links-uks-east-midlands-hong-kong/

